Spontaneous subdural fluid collections following transection of a fatty filum terminale: case report and review of the literature.
We present the case of a 6-year-old girl who developed bilateral subdural fluid collections following transection of her fatty filum terminale. The patient presented to our emergency department 3 weeks subsequent to surgery, reporting symptoms of headache, nausea, and vomiting. The presence of bilateral subdural fluid collections was confirmed by head computerized tomography. Subdural fluid collections and hematomas have been associated with intracranial hypotension and excessive cerebrospinal fluid leakage; however, there are relatively few cases of subdural fluid collections/hematomas following spine surgery reported in the literature. To our knowledge, this is a unique description of development and resolution of subdural fluid collections following surgical transection of a fatty filum terminale.